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Policy Statement 
We believe that Francis Combe Academy’s Sex & Health Education programme should play a significant role in preparing our young people to develop a strong and enduring moral framework which, combined with a comprehensive knowledge and understanding of all aspects of human sexuality, will guide them towards carefully considered decision making about this area of their development, so that they can move with confidence from childhood through adolescence into adulthood.

Our Commitment 

1. To promote an understanding of human sexuality and its implications.

2. To provide all students with the ability to make balanced, considered decisions about sexual activity based on possession of information and on a full understanding of the law governing such matters.

3. To help students gain a fuller understanding of the relationship between physical, moral and emotional development.

4. To help students gain a full understanding of the role of stable and loving relationships in developing respect and care between individuals.

Goals into Practice:

1. To prepare students at all Key Stages in a manner appropriate to their Key Stage about the implications of achieving sexual maturity.

2. To develop knowledge and understanding of the responsibilities, emotional pressures and legal implications associated with achieving sexual maturity and engaging in sexual activity.

3. To inform students about how individual physical development is connected to emotional changes and how these affect relationships within the family and beyond.

4. To allow students to explore a range of attitudes and values as a means of arriving at a coherent and robust moral framework for their lives.

Intended Outcomes:

1. All students in Francis Combe Academy irrespective of their ability or ethnic background will have the opportunity to understand human sexuality, unless parents wish to withdraw their children from the lessons provided.

2. Students will make balanced, informed choices about their involvement in any or aspects of sexual activity.

3. Students will become knowledgeable about the physical and emotional changes they are undergoing and their implications.

4. Students will have had the opportunity to see their own development in the context of longer term physical and emotional development.

How the Sexual Relationship Policy is provided within the Academy
1. This policy will be provided through the Academy’s PSHCE framework according to its disposition within the timetable at the time.

2. To all Key Stages in a manner and style appropriate to that Key Stage.

3. Through assemblies, where and when appropriate.

4. Across the curriculum in the context of the Every Child Matters agenda, when and where it has relevance to the subject taught.

5. Aspects of the policy involving pregnancy, its implications, consequences and the responsibilities associated with it might also be delivered through Childcare lessons where applicable.
Parental Withdrawal from Sex and Relationships Education:

Parents have a right to withdraw their children from sex and relationships education (excluding that contained in the compulsory National Curriculum and discussion of sexual matters which arises incidentally in lessons outside the planned sex education programme).

Subject to the Principal's power to direct, teachers are not obliged to inform parents where students seek individual advice about sexual matters, but can maintain confidentiality if, in their professional judgement, this would be in the child's best interest.

Merely informing a child of where he/she can seek confidential advice is not sex education. Teachers can give such information to children who have been withdrawn.

Parents requesting withdrawal will be invited to discuss their concerns with the PSHE Co-ordinator or a senior member of staff, though there is no obligation for them to do so.  It is hoped that, in most cases, explanation or a minor modification may assure them that the programme is suitable for their children.

Parents still wishing to withdraw their children should make this request in writing to the Principal, following which alternative arrangements may be made for the teaching or supervision of them.

Dialogue between the school and parents will remain open and parents will be informed of future sex and relationships education lessons so that they may revoke their request at a later date should they wish to do so.

Our Responsibilities

Responsibility for implementation of Sex and Relationship Education Policy lies with the Principal and is delegated to the PSHE team and other appropriate individuals.

Communications 

The Principal will be responsible for ensuring that the Sex and Relationship Education Policy is promoted and implemented, as appropriate, throughout the Academy.
Monitoring
The implementation of this policy will be monitored in the following ways:
1. The PSHE coordinator (or equivalent designate) will report all requested withdrawals and variations in implementation of the policy to the Principal as appropriate.
2. The PSHE coordinator (or equivalent designate) will conduct a review of staff delivery of the Sex and Relationship Education Policy twice annually, at dates agreed by the governors, and allowing for sufficient time to redress key issues identified.

3. The Principal will update the governors regarding issues arising that may have implications for the health and safety of students and staff, including proposed variations to the policy and/or its delivery.
Review

The Governors Body will review the policy every two years and assess its implementation and effectiveness.
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