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Policy Statement 
At Francis Combe Academy we recognise the valuable contribution that a wide range of additional activities, including sports, clubs, residential and experiences of other environments, can make towards students’ all round educational experience and their personal and social development.  We aim to both provide and promote such activities and ensure that , during the Academy day, all children have full and free access to a broad and balanced curriculum.  

Our Commitment 

The Charging and Remission Policy is required by law and underwrites our commitment to the following:
Activities provided free of charge

All activities which are a necessary part of the National Curriculum, plus Religious Education, are provided free of charge.  This includes materials, equipment and transport for students between the Academy and the activity.

Entry to public examinations is generally provided free of charge.  However, in circumstances where the student has not met the Academy’s exam entry criteria, e.g. has failed to complete coursework, parents may be asked to pay if their child still wishes to take the examination.  The cost of re-sits of examinations are provided free of charge except in cases where the Academy states that no further preparation for the examination has been provided by the Academy. 
Appeals against grades awarded in public examinations are made at the discretion of the Academy in exceptional circumstances.   Parental requests for appeals can be discussed with the Academy but may incur a charge to parents.
Activities for which a charge is made

Where charges are made, participation will be on the basis of parental choice and a willingness to meet the charges.  Charges will not exceed the actual cost divided by the number of students willing to participate.

Activities outside school hours; the Academy will make charges for activities which take place mainly outside of Academy hours and which are not part of the National Curriculum, Religious Education or preparation for a prescribed public examination.

School trips and residential: board, lodging and travel costs will be charged on residential trips except where students are entitled to statutory remission.

Music Tuition: The Academy will make a charge for music tuition both in and outside of Academy hours where such tuition does not form part of the syllabus for a public examination and is not part of the National Curriculum, except where students are entitled to statutory remission.

Materials: The Academy will make a charge for, or require the supply of, consumable materials in Design and Technology unless parents have indicated, in writing in advance, their wish not to be charged and not to own the finished product.  

Acts of vandalism and negligence: The Governors will ask parents to pay for damage to the Academy premises and equipment wilfully caused by their child.
Examination Fees: the examination fee may be requested if a student has not regularly attended the lessons for a particular subject. The fee will be refundable if the student attends the examination
Remissions

In cases of hardship, the Francis Combe Academy Governing Body will do its best to consider individual situations to ensure that all children have full access to all available learning opportunities.
Parents of pupils who are in receipt of the following qualifying state benefit(s) will, in addition to having free school meals entitlement, also be entitled to the remission of charges:
▪
Income Support;

▪
Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance
▪
Support under part V1 of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999

▪
Family Credit

When arranging a chargeable activity such parents will be invited, in confidence, for the remission of charges in full or in part.

The Principal will authorise remission in consultation with the Chair of Governors.

Equal Opportunities

The principal will ensure that the Academy’s equal opportunities policies are observed in implementing the policy
Insurance

Any insurance costs will be included in charges made for trips or activities.
Voluntary Contributions
The Governing Body may ask parents for voluntary contributions towards activities in Academy time. These contributions will be genuinely voluntary so any student whose parents cannot or will not contribute will not be selectively excluded from the activity. However, if voluntary contributions for a particular activity are not enough to make it financially viable, the Academy may have to exercise its rights to cancel the activity for the whole of the class or group of students involved.  

Our Responsibilities

Responsibility for delivery of the Charging and Remissions Policy lies with the Principal and is delegated to appropriate individuals
Communications 

Staff organising a trip, visit, club or activity will notify parents in advance of any likely costs. The letter will contain details of remission arrangements as set out in the Charging and Remission Policy. 
Monitoring
The delivery of this policy will be monitored in the following ways:
through the Director of Finance who will report to the Principal on its 

implementation on a regular basis.  

through the Principal who will report to the governing body's Finance 
Committee on the progress of the policy.  

Review

The governing body will review the policy every two years and assess its implementation and effectiveness. 
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